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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY . MEMORANDUM

•»

October 8, 1985 REFERENCE NO. 2Q

Division File
r\P. M. Luedtke, R. A.

SUBJECT: 20103550005 - Winnebago County
Rockton/Beloit Corporation
ILDOOOOOOOOO
C-86-16R

The anonymous complaint about two barrel dumps at the Beloit Corporation
properties in Rockton was investigated on October 2, 1985. The complainant
was contacted at 1:00 pm to obtain a map of one of the alleged barrel dumps
(see attached and previous page). The other buried drums were allegedly at a
gravel pit.

Doug McLeish and Dick Snow met us at Beloit and escorted us to the MW #6
area. Darrell Giedd and Dennis Walton arrived at the scene shortly
thereafter. Three drums, each marked with the legend "Metal Primer Buffer???
Paint, Department 143", were on their sides approximately 150 feet SE of MW
#6. The contents of one barrel had run out to make a puddle 3' x 2' and
1-1/2' x 4' and 2" deep in the middle. The other two barrels had evidently
been more solid when overturned because the contents of the barrels had
retained the shape of the barrel. Each appeared to have had 2-4" of material
in the barrel before dumping. Tall weeds were knocked into the puddle which
indicates the material was deposited after the weeds had grown (late summer).
The material was yellow, highly plastic and resembled paint. It had a sweet
solvent odor. Two samples were taken for organic scan and EP toxicity tests
for metals. Two pictures were taken of the drums. Geidd and Walton departed.

A piece of rusted metal about V x 3', which vaguely resembled a 55 gallon
drum, was located approximately 200 feet south of MW #6. A dark, stratified
solid was cradled in the metal along with old leaves and green plants. Two
pictures of this drum were taken and two samples for the same tests as above
were taken. Three lumps of concrete, one with a metal pipe, were also at this
location.

A circular berm, approximately 10' at the base and 10' high, with one or two
notches or breaks, was to the east of MW #6 and N of the three drums. No
obvious signs of drums buried 1n the berm were observed. McLeish and Snow
explained that the berms were overexcavated dirt and were to be used for land
improvements on the south side of Beloit Corporation. The Corporation has an
extensive effort for land improvements and the Rockton Plant's improvement is
a $22,000 project. The land where the barrels were found was once used for
building up the base for the buildings, then filled (covered) with foundry
sands. Foundry sand was visible in a few approximate 1' x I1 area.
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Solvents had been used at Beloit Corporation. Snow and McLelsh explained that
the solvents were used to dry off large pieces of steel before painting. It
is not known which Beloit Corporation plant(s) used the solvents. The
practice was discontinued when it was learned that the solvents are toxic.
Steel is allowed to air dry or is wiped off with rags now.

At approximately 2:40 pm we arrived at the quarry. No evidence of any kind of
dumping or past barrel disposals was observed.

At approximately 2:50 pm we stopped at the treatment ponds by the research
center. Milky blue liquid was discharging to the first pond. The waste flows
from this pond to the second pond, which was not observed, and then to the
third pond which had a live turtle in it.

McLeish said they would get the four drums cleaned up very soon. He believes
that the complainant is trying to stir things up before the City of Rockton
Board meeting on October 10, 1985. He fears that an appeal of the special use
permit granted to Beloit Corporation for the wastewater treatment plant will
be made. He also mentioned a memo written to plant employees earlier in the
summer. It provided for the immediate discharge of any employee caught
dumping waste on the Beloit Corporation property. He did not know how or why
the drums had been deposited there. He believes that Material Safety Data
Sheets are available for the paint and he will also have the paint analyzed,
if necessary.
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